any longer that we can afford to say that it is entirely out of our hands. We made the world we're living in and we have to make it over" (Baldwin 1998a, 230) . ix I will use the term "categories" to refer to race, sexuality, class, and gender and "categorical oppression" to refer to oppression that occurs along any one or all of these categories. This follows Lombardo 2009: "It is not just our category mistakes but indeed the mistake of relying too heavily upon categories that prevent us from understanding ourselves. The means by which we may free ourselves from this mistake is not to dismiss but, rather, to critically interrogate the assumptions concerning who and what we are that we receive in and as 'common sense.'" (44).
x See, e.g., Nussbaum 2010; Walzer 2002, 13; Villa 2001, 3, 15, 58 Shulman, 2008, 134 -5. xiv This describes a problem different from the classic problem of "akrasia." Baldwin's concern is not with lack of will but rather with basic inability caused by structural constraints. His xx In the same way, the protagonist to Baldwin's story "Sonny's Blues" finds himself at a dead end for his life despite his talents and possibilities. As his brother says of Sonny: "I didn't want to believe that I'd ever see my brother going down, coming to nothing, all that light in his face gone out, in the condition I'd already seen so many others": Baldwin 1998b, 831.
xxi Perhaps Rufus could accept his situation, but it would amount to a death sentence. I would read his suicide, however, as a rejection rather than an acceptance. xxviii Barvosa focuses more on the integration of singular selves, but her conclusion points toward how these practices must be collective, especially in situations marked by categorical differences: Barvosa 2008, 207 -229. 
